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bade his followers exhibit their virtue conspicuously, so
that all might see it and none might mistake it,    They
wore to  be,  he  said,   a  city set  on  a  hill, a candle
set on a candlestick and lighting the whole room, salt
with a strong taste in it.    These exhortations are pecu-
liarly striking, because no teacher has ever insisted more
wtrongly than Christ on the unobtrusive character of true
virtue.    We are not, he says, to sound a trumpet before
us; if we would pray we are to go into a closet and shut
the door behind us; we are to do good by stealth ; our
left hand is not to know what our right hand dues.  These
two sets of injunctions appear, as is often the case in the
many-sided wisdom of Christ, to be in direct contradiction
to each other.     But they arc not really so;   if taken
together there results from them the following perfectly
clear and consistent doctrine : True .goodness does not
study   to   attract  attention;   nevertheless,   wherever  it
.appears, such "is the warmth, fire, and energy inherent
in it, that it does and must attract attention.    And so
strongly does Christ feel tins, that he solemnly declares
the virtue which does not make itself felt and recognised
to be worth nothing.    If the very salt have lost its taste,
what remains ? it is good for nothing but to be thrown
away and trodden under foot.
All other faults or deficiencies he could tolerate, but
lie could have neither part nor lot with men destitute of
enthusiasm. He thought it a bad, almost a fatal sign, in
one who proposed to become a disciple that he asked
leave first to bid farewell to his relations. Another asked
permission to bury his father, and was advised to let the
dead (that is, those whose hearts were not animated by
any strong passion or impulse) bury their dead. And once

